Business: Stocks fall sharply as investors grapple with fresh worries about the spread of coronavirus in China. A13 
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Sprawling region 
comes together 
to remember 
nine neighbors 
killed in accident 


By Susan Christian Goulding 
sgoulding@scng.com 
@scgoulding on Twitter 


The entire world, it seems, is in 
shock over the death of Kobe Bry- 
ant and his daughter Gianna. But 
for Orange County, the devasta- 
tion has been experienced nine- 
fold. 

All nine people on the doomed 
helicopter that crashed Sunday 
lived here, including three teen 
girls and several parents with 
children back home. 

While mourners from through- 
out Southern California flocked to 
Staples Center in Los Angeles, lo- 
cals found their way to the Bry- 
ants’ gated Newport Beach neigh- 
borhood and left flowers outside. 

Others gathered at Orange 
Coast College to pay respects to 
baseball coach John Altobelli, 
who was on board with his wife 
and 13-year-old daughter. 

“Communal grieving gives peo- 
ple from all different corners of 
life a space to come together and 
comfort one another,” said the 
Rev. Chineta Goodjoin, pastor at 
New Hope Presbyterian Church 


in Orange. “It transcends the Sarah Chester 
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Three bodies 
removed from 
crash site as 
investigation 
gets underway 


By Sean Emery, Josh Cain and 
Richard K. De Atley 
Staff writers 


Federal aviation investigators 
on Monday began combing a Cal- 
abasas hillside in search of an- 
swers for what led to the helicop- 
ter crash that killed Lakers legend 
Kobe Bryant, one of his daughters 
and seven other people. 

A National Transportation 
Safety Board “go team” consist- 
ing of 18 investigators arrived 
Sunday night, the federal agency 
said, bringing in a crew experi- 
enced in responding to major ac- 
cidents across the country. 

Akey focus of the investigation 
likely will be the foggy conditions 
that hung over parts of South- 
ern California at the time of the 
crash, shortly before 10 a.m. Sun- 
day. The NTSB asked that anyone 
with photos showing Calabasas 
weather then to email them to in- 
vestigators at witness@ntsb.gov. 

Investigators will also look into 
the helicopter’s equipment as well 
as the background of the pilot 
and the company he worked for, 
said Jennifer Homendy, an NTSB 
board member, during a news 
conference Monday afternoon. 

The collision left the helicop- 
ter’s tail on one side of a hill, its 


needs of the individual, uniting 
us not only in our pain but also 
in our hope.” 

The sprawling metropolis of 
Orange County has no definitive 
hub to pull the community to- 
gether after a tragedy. 

“Instead, people are our cen- 
ters,” said Goodjoin, whose best 
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Members of the Santa Ana 
College softball team pause 
to remember baseball coach 
John Altobelli at Pirate Park 
at Orange Coast College 

in Costa Mesa on Monday. 
Altobelli, his wife, Keri, and 
their daughter, Alyssa, all died 
in the helicopter crash with 
Kobe Bryant on Sunday. 


JEFF GRITCHEN 
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 


fuselage on the other side and the 
main rotor some distance away. 
Investigators expect to spend sev- 
eral days on scene. 

“Tt was a pretty devastating acci- 
dent scene,” Homendy said. 

The helicopter, with a veteran 
at the controls, was operating un- 
der “special visual flight rules,” in 
which pilots can fly in weather that 
is worse than allowed under the 
standard visual flight rules. 

The responsibility for deter- 
mining when it is safe to fly in 
a given weather condition rests 
with the pilot, according to the 
Federal Aviation Administration. 
Pilots are expected to gauge the 
level of flight visibility and deter- 
mine their current and expected 
flight conditions. 

The FAA disputed reports that 
the pilot leading up to the crash 
had been given “blanket clear- 
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Pressure builds to call former adviser to testify 
as president’s lawyers disregard new claims 


past extraordinary new 


By Eric Tucker, Zeke : ; 
Miller and Lisa Mascaro allegations from Trump S 
The Associated Press former national security 


WASHINGTON » Senators 
faced mounting pressure 
Monday to summon John 
Bolton to testify at Presi- 
dent Donald Trump’s im- 
peachment trial even as 
Trump’s lawyers brushed 


adviser and focused in- 
stead on corruption in 
Ukraine and historical ar- 
guments for acquittal. 
Outside the Senate 
chamber, Republicans 
grappled with claims in 
a forthcoming book from 


Bolton that Trump had 
wanted to withhold mili- 
tary aid from Ukraine un- 
til it committed to help- 
ing with investigations 
into Democratic rival Joe 
Biden. That assertion could 
undercut a key defense ar- 
gument that Trump never 
tied the suspension of se- 
curity aid to political in- 

vestigations. 
The revelation clouded 
TRUMP » PAGE 6 


SENATE TELEVISION VIA AP 
Attorney Jay Sekulow makes a 


point during President Donald 
Trump’s impeachment trial. 


Flight from epicenter 
of virus due in SoCal 


By Steve Scauzillo and Sandra Emerson 
Staff writers 


A jet leaving the Wuhan region of China, ferry- 

ing about 230 U.S. passen- 

MORE INSIDE gers from the center of the 

coronavirus outbreak, soon 

eee will be headed to Ontario 

; International Airport, the 
pi > 

coronavirus: PAGEA? “U.S. State Department said 

Monday. 
The State Department has chartered a flight that 
VIRUS » PAGE 12 
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